
This is the monthly newsletter from Strathmore Parish Church; you are receiving it because you have passed on your
email address to the church. If you do not want us to have your email address, or if you don't want to receive these
emails, please let us know right away at admin@strathmoreparish.org       Feel free to forward this newsletter to
anyone you think might be interested, or to send us the email address of anyone who would like to be added to the
mailing list.
Hello, everyone - I am hoping that this newsletter will be mailed out on 31st October, Hallowe’en, but worry
not - no ghosties or ghoulies or other nasties will jump out at you! I hope you get guisers at your door tonight,
though; it’s always lovely to see the wee ones dressed up in their fancy costumes and face paints. They are
so excited about being out after dark and meeting all their wee friends as they go round the doors!

Traditionally, All Hallows Eve was thought to be the night when the devil and all his scary accomplices could
be out and about, their last chance before All Hallows, or All Saints, Day, the 1st of November, a day for
remembering all the saints and martyrs who dedicated or sacrificed their lives in the service of Christ.
And the following day, 2nd November, has for many centuries been celebrated by the church worldwide as
All Souls Day, ‘a day of prayer and remembrance for the faithful departed’.

In many countries, particularly in Latin America, families visit, on All Souls
Day, the graves of loved ones who have died, and that can be a happy
family outing, with all generations picnicking together in the cemetery,
but the painting on the right (by Jakub Schikaneder, a Czech artist from
the late 1800s) shows a more poignant visit to a graveside on All Souls
Day.

In Scotland, we don’t really celebrate All Saints or All Souls Day, but the
photo on the left is of a graveyard in Sweden, where the custom is to visit
family graves and leave lighted candles to burn through the night.

Before we get stuck in to everything that’s going on in Strathmore Parish Church in November (and it’s a
lot!) here’s a wee bit of news about some of the things we’ve been doing, as a congregation, to help other
people:-
Diane Strachan, our church treasurer, has had a very appreciative letter from Christian Aid,
thanking our church members and friends for the sum of £1433,  which was raised in May from
‘Cake at the Gate’ and from donations in envelopes.  What is particularly rewarding, for us as a
rural parish, is that our money has gone to fund training in small-scale farming for women in very
poor countries (eg how to collect and store rainwater, how to make compost, how to protect
your crops from birds and animals, etc.) so that the women can grow more and better food for
their families and also have a surplus to sell at local markets.  Isn’t that good?

After the Harvest Thanksgiving services in our parish during October, our donations of foodstuffs all went
to local foodbanks, including the one at Forfar and the BaRI food project (Blairgowrie and Rattray Independent
Food). You can find out more about this project, which runs a subsidised food shop and a free Saturday lunch
club, on  https://discoverblairgowrie.co.uk/bari-food-project or search on the ‘Discover Blairgowrie’
website. Many thanks to everyone who brought foodstuffs and/or cash donations to church - Diane will be
sending off  cheques to the various places ASAP.

Do you remember our ‘Tent for Lent’ effort, before Easter, when we raised enough money to buy three tents
for Shelter Box, the charity which provides tents and essential items (blankets, stoves, bowls, etc) for
                                    people who have lost their homes and everything in them to natural disasters or war?
                                     A member of the Kirk Session suggested that, during October, the donations for our
cuppie after the service at Glamis might go to Shelter Box, as there are many calls for their tents right now,
and, guess what?   £150  was collected - wasn’t that great?

There is a great deal of emphasis on ‘mission’ in the Church of Scotland these days, and sometimes it is hard
to see what we can do in rural areas to help those who are in need. But if we can’t do it ourselves, we can
support those who are doing that invaluable Christian work - and here in Strathmore, we do support them!
In my opinion, one of our strengths is our generous support for local and worldwide organisations.



Here in Strathmore Parish Church, we do have a number of special Sundays
coming up during November.
This weekend, Communion services will be held in the church at Kettins (Sunday
2nd November at 10am) and in Glamis Kirk (11.30am) and, of course, anyone
from across our parish (and beyond) will be made welcome at these services. At
Newtyle Church, it’s morning service as usual at 10 o’clock.

Sunday 9th November is Remembrance Day - services of worship are at the usual
times that day at Meigle (10am), Newtyle (10am) and Glamis (11.30am). At the
end of the services at Meigle and at Newtyle, the congregations will be invited
to go to the War Memorials, where  short ceremonies of remembrance will be
held.
At Glamis, the ceremony at the War Memorial will begin at 10.40am, and will
finish in time for folk to walk round to the church.
Remembrance Sunday ceremonies will be held at the War Memorial in Ardler at
11.20am and at the War Memorial in Kettins at 11.45am.

Sunday 23rd November is Communion Sunday at Meigle (at 10.00am). Other
services are as usual that day.

‘Thirty days hath September,’ says the old rhyme, ‘April, June and November.’
This year, the 30th day of November is a Sunday, and it is the fifth Sunday of the
month. As is our practice in Strathmore Parish Church, when there is a fifth Sunday
in any month, our whole congregation meets together for worship, and this time
we will be in Kettins Church, where the service starts at 10 o’clock. 30th November
will be the first Sunday in Advent, so it will be lovely for us to gather with all our
fellow-members at the start of the Advent season.

       Last call for Blythswood boxes!
If you are filling a Christmas box for Blythswood (a Scottish charity) to distribute in
Eastern Europe this Christmas, please hand it in to one of our churches this coming
Sunday, 2nd November, as Dorothy Gautier will be picking them up on Sunday to take
to the collection centre in Blairgowrie during the following week . Many thanks to
those who have already filled boxes (see pic opposite!)

A recent poll of primary school pupils in England reported that nearly one-third of
the children did not know whose birth we celebrate at Christmastime -  one third! A
quick look at the Advent Calendars available in the supermarkets shows that none
of them have any indication of the Bible story on which our Christmas celebrations
are based. However, Real Advent Calendars will be on sale (£5  each) in our
churches over the next few weeks - a nativity picture on the front, a Christmas story
and activity book and a Fair Trade chocolate novelty behind each door!

Do you play fiddle, bass, cello, viola, whistle, flute, recorder, guitar, mandolin, ukulele, banjo, bousouki,
concertina, accordion, Uilleann bagpipes, harmonica/mouth organ, cajon/bodhran/djembe, spoons or any
other ‘folk’ type instrument? Then here’s something that might interest you!

Kettins Slow Folk Sessions (Scottish and Irish folk music at a slower pace)  at 3 - 5pm on the last Sunday in
November and every second month after that. For people of all ages who enjoy playing with others but aren’t
confident or skilled enough to go at a cracking speed!  (Or even those whose fingers don’t move as fast as
they used to?) And . . . It’s just for musicians - there’s no audience! How good is that?

Price is £3 a session (or bring cake to share), no need to book a place, just turn up with your instrument and
enjoy.  To be added to the email list for the sessions, or to ask questions,  contact Heike  :-
                     heikegleser@yahoo.co.uk



Did you know that Strathmore Parish Church has a website?
You can find it at https://www.strathmoreparish.org/ or just
google Strathmore Parish Church.
Developed by Jacqueline and Mike Scott, the website is now
maintained by our church admin. assistant, with technical input
from Mike.
As well as information about services of worship throughout
our parish and about who to get in touch with if you need to
speak to someone in the church, the website has a ‘church
news’ page which is updated regularly. If you have an event
planned for our church which  you’d like to advertise on the
website, send details to Alison, our admin. assistant, at
admin@strathmoreparish.org Photographs of church events
would also be useful for the website.

So we’ve been Strathmore Parish Church for just over a year
now, and we have a facebook page, a website and a monthly
e-newsletter - getting ourselves into the modern age!

Mr Duncan, our Interim Moderator, asked us all not to be quizzing
the Nominating Committee about how they are getting on with their
task of finding us a new minister, because they are not allowed to
share any committee business. But, please remember them in your
prayers - they are working hard on our behalf, and they need our
support.
Still a wee bit of colour in most folks’ gardens, but the leaves on the
trees are disappearing fast now we’ve had a couple of frosty
mornings! Is winter on its way??
Keep warm and keep safe!
Best wishes,
Mary Reid

The Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal has, since 1995,
been a pivotal part of the Kirk’s World Mission Council, collecting
much needed money for projects run by  partner churches around
the world, simply by collecting used stamps!  From 1995 to 2024
an amazing total of £96,459.67 has been raised for projects such
as the Mount Olivet Boys' home in Jamaica & Cayman Islands.
Sadly, the C of S Stamp Appeal is coming to an end in February
2026, so this Christmas is our last chance to support it - and the
project being supported this year is one that all of us will be keen
to help with, I’m sure.

The picture above is of the gateway into Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza, and that’s where the money raised by
our stamps will be going this year. The only Christian-run hospital in the Gaza strip, and the only cancer
hospital there,  Al Ahli Anglican Hospital has also, since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza in October 2023,
been conducting emergency operations 24 hours per day, operating on 30-35 people per day. You can read
more about the hospital here:-
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/departments/faith-action-programme-committees-and-
departments/stamp-appeal
but meantime please remember to collect all the stamps from your Christmas cards and put them in the
boxes which will be in our churches in December.


