
This is the monthly newsletter from Strathmore Parish Church; you are receiving it because you have passed on your
email address to the church. If you do not want us to have your email address, or if you don't want to receive these
emails, please let us know right away at admin@strathmoreparish.org       Feel free to forward this newsletter to
anyone you think might be interested, or to send us the email address of anyone who would like to be added to the
mailing list.

Hello, everyone - and a very happy New Year to you! I hope that you enjoyed all the Christmas celebrations
and that 2026 will be a good year for you.

Those who attended Christmas Eve services in our parish (early service at Kettins,
watchnight services at Glamis and Newtyle) were invited to contribute to a collection for
Shelter Scotland, a charity that was dear to the heart of our former minister, Carleen.
Shelter Scotland gives advice and support to individuals and families who find themselves
homeless, and it campaigns at government and local authority level to ensure that everyone
in Scotland has a decent home to live in.

The poster pictured here is a shocker, isn’t it? More
than ten thousand children in Scotland don’t have
a home of their own!  With the Scottish Parliament
elections coming up in 2026, Shelter Scotland is
calling on all political parties to commit to building
more (a lot more!) social housing, working with local
authorities and housing associations to build
affordable homes.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the
Christmas Eve offerings - a total of £ 858.60 from the three services. It’s good to think that our donations
will help Shelter Scotland in its work.    If you weren’t able to be at any of the services, you can give online at
https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/ where you can also learn more about the problems of homelessness in
Scotland.
If you have items that might go to a charity shop,  the Community Shops at 268 Perth Road in Dundee and
at 215 Brook Street in Broughty Ferry both support the work of Shelter Scotland. They will accept good quality
second-hand clothes, books and games, small furniture and electrical items, but ask us not to bring them
items in poor condition, baby equipment, fridges, etc., upholstered items that don’t have a fire label or food
and drink.

Now here’s a wee message from Kate Scott, who worships at Newtyle
Church :-

The Coffee Club, which is held on Thursday mornings from 10.00am until
11.30am in the Legion Hall, Newtyle, has donated to Strathmore Parish
Church the overall sum in 2025 of £300. The club is well attended and is
run by Dorothy Gautier and her helpers. It’s a super innovation and
welcomes all to join in chat and refreshments in a friendly and warm
atmosphere. Open to all and there’s no charge, but any donations are
welcome - why not come along some week if you can?    Kate

On Wednesday 14th January at 7pm, in the church hall at
Kettins, there’s an opportunity to  hear a very interesting and
entertaining speaker - local man Tommy Baxter! In the past,
Tommy has been a theatre manager, a restaurateur, manager
at Glamis Castle - now he is an ordained celebrant for weddings
and funerals. On this occasion his talk to the Kettins Ardler
Meigle Guild is entitled “My Life in the Theatre” - all Strathmore
Parish Church  members and friends are very warmly invited.



Some news about our search for a new minister for Strathmore Parish Church - you’ll recall that, after Carleen
retired, we elected eleven members of our congregation to the Nominating Committee. They are working
with our Interim Moderator, the Rev John Duncan, to advertise our vacancy and to identify a suitable person
to be our minister. Peter Burnet (former Session Clerk at Eassie, Nevay and Newtyle) is the convener of that
committee, and here’s a message from Peter about how things are going so far:

Having spoken with the interim moderator, Rev John Duncan, here is an agreed update on the work
of the committee to find a new minister. Having advertised through the appropriate channels we
have received no acceptable applicants. We have set a closing date for applications of 9 February
2026,  and wait to see what transpires. If no credible candidate appears we will  return to the Kirk
Session for further direction.
Peter

Thank you, Peter, for this update.  I think we all know it’s not going to be easy to find a minister in the present
situation, when there are literally not enough ministers to go round - all of us need to encourage the members
of the Nominating Committee in their continuing search to find the right person to be our minister here in
Strathmore, and make sure they know how much we appreciate their efforts on our behalf. The members
of the Nominating Committee are:- Evelyn Alexander, Linda Brown, Peter Burnet (convener), Moira Cameron,
Christine Gillon, Marianne Kaufmann (vice-convener), Crawford Langley, Sandra McCord, Elizabeth McLaren,
Jan Tavendale and Dudley Treffry.  Please remember them in your prayers.

Even if you are a very keen gardener, there’s not much
that can be done outdoors at the moment, but if you can
get into Dundee there’s a fascinating exhibition on at the
V and A down at the riverside. Open every day except
Tuesday, ‘Garden Futures: Designing with Nature’ is on
until 25th January, 10am to 5pm .
Entry to the V and A and access to much of the museum
is free, but entry to the garden exhibition costs £15 (£14
if you are over 65). Kids go free. There is parking near by.
See  https://www.vam.ac.uk/dundee/whatson  the V and
A website for more information.

You all know, I’m sure, that Glamis Kirk is dedicated to St Fergus, and that St
Fergus’ cave is situated down behind the kirk towards the burn. From time to
time, enquiries come in from folk who are researching St Fergus or some other
aspect of the history of the church building.
One such recently was from David Maule, a writer with a particular interest in
Scottish history. David has had a career in English language teaching, working in
Sierra Leone, Turkey and Bosnia then Stevenson College, later Edinburgh College.
During this time he wrote a number of coursebooks and readers for learners of
English.
Throughout his teaching career, David gave talks and held classes on various
aspects of Scottish history and culture to learners and teachers of English.

David’s interest in the ancient coronation stone of Scone,
on display now in Perth Museum, led to the publication of
his book ‘The Mysterious Case of the Stone of Destiny’
(available from bookshops). Further research uncovered a
possible link between the Stone of Scone and St Fergus of
Glamis. Following a recent visit to Glamis to see the St
Fergus window, David has kindly written a short paper for
us at Strathmore Parish Church about his latest research.
The paper is attached to this email newsletter.



Many of you will know that the Rev Tim Podger, who is
currently our locum minister during the vacancy, has been
in Ninewells hospital for the last ten days or so - you will be
happy to hear that Tim got home on Wednesday of this week,
but has been signed off work  for the moment and will be
taking some overdue holiday leave after that. He hopes to
return to work in the week beginning Monday 2nd February
and is looking forward to seeing us all again after that.
Tim appreciates that so many folk have been asking for him!

If you need to call on the services of a minister over the next
few weeks, you should contact the Rev Malcolm Rooney, who
has agreed to stand in for Tim, regarding funerals or other
urgent calls, during January. It is very good of Malcolm to
take this on - contact him through our church administrator
admin@strathmoreparish.org

In his reflection during the service last Sunday, 4th January, Malcolm quoted some lines from a poem by
Minnie Louise Haskins, a poet and academic born in Gloucestershire in 1875. Originally entitled ‘God knows’,
the poem is now recognised as ‘The man who stood at the gate’, and became well-known after King George
VI quoted it in his 1939 Christmas broadcast.

Minnie Louise Haskins was a member of a Congregational Church, and was a Sunday School teacher for many
years. As a young woman she worked with the Wesleyan Methodist Mission in Lambeth, London, and went
with others from there to serve in one of the Zenana missions to women in India (the Zenana being the part
of a large house where men were not permitted to go).

The poem ‘God knows’ was first seen in a small book of poems that Minnie Haskins published to raise money
for the missions. Here are the lines that King George made famous:

It is amazing, isn’t it, to think that the writing of a young woman, working far from home in the early years
of the twentieth century, should still be able to comfort and inspire people today? Words are very powerful,
are they not?

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied:
"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way".
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

Our church services for the rest of
January continue at the usual times
and places, and there’s always a
warm welcome for everyone who
attends.

 Look after yourself during these cold
and dreich days!

With best wishes,
Mary Reid


