
This is the monthly newsletter from Strathmore Parish Church; you are receiving it because you have passed on your
email address to the church. If you do not want us to have your email address, or if you don't want to receive these
emails, please let us know right away at admin@strathmoreparish.org       Feel free to forward this newsletter to
anyone you think might be interested, or to send us the email address of anyone who would like to be added to the
mailing list.

Hello, everyone - there’s a real autumn feel to everything now,  isn’t there?
The nights are visibly drawing in, it’s dark in the early morning, and we are
definitely in the ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’, as John Keats so
memorably called it.

The hedges are full of brambles and hawthorn berries, and the rowans are
laden with their bright fruit. It’s been a good year for fruit, generally, I think.
Folk with plum trees in their gardens  have been giving away baggies of plums
at every opportunity and apples, cooking apples and crabapples are all hanging
thick on the trees at the moment. All very welcome gifts for neighbours and
friends. Now is the time for apple and bramble crumble - one of life’s joys!

Because our parish straddles the boundary between two local authorities, the
school holidays aren’t always the same - Angus schools come off for the tattie
holidays on Friday 3rd October this year, while Perth and Kinross schools are
not off till a week later. They all get a fortnight off school, though, but I don’t
suppose many of them will be howking tatties - or will they?

Now, here’s an introduction to someone we all become familiar with over the coming months - he’s the
Reverend John Duncan, who will be the Interim Moderator for Strathmore Parish Church while we are
without a minister. John tells us a bit about himself and about what the Interim Moderator’s duties are:-

I am a Dundonian!   I trained for the Church of Scotland ministry at the
University of Aberdeen, where I graduated Bachelor of Divinity, and at the
University of Dublin and the Irish School of Ecumenics, where I graduated
Master in Philosophy (Ecumenics).
I was the Assistant Minister at Knightswood: St Margaret’s Parish Church,
Glasgow until I was ordained and inducted as the minister at Burntisland
Parish Church, Fife, in 1987.
I joined the Royal Army Chaplains’ Department in January 2001. In my time
in the Army, I served with five infantry battalions and two corps. I served on
operations in Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan, and with the U.N. in Cyprus.
My final posting in the Army was as Chaplain to The Black Watch 3rd
Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland, at Fort George, Ardersier,
Inverness.

I retired as an Army Chaplain in March 2016 and was inducted as the minister at Leuchars: St Athernase Parish
Church, Fife, on 13 March 2016. Later that year, I was awarded in the Queen’s Birthday Honours as an Ordinary
Member of the Military Division of the Order of the British Empire (MBE). I was the Officiating Chaplain to the
Military for Leuchars Air Station and Chaplain to the Leuchars Squadron Air Training Corps (Air Cadets) until
September 2021. I have been Chaplain to The Black Watch Association since 2016.
I retired from full time ministry on the 30th September 2021, and live in Dundee. I currently take services in
various churches for colleagues who are on leave or churches which do not have a minister.

Many of you will  have  seen  the full-spread  article  in last Saturday’s  Courier  magazine,  featuring an
interview with Carleen and some excellent photographs, taken, as you may remember, on the day of
her last service with us.   If you didn’t see it , you can view it online at
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/lifestyle/5327073/perths-first-female-minister-carleen-robertson/



Just prior to coming to you as Interim Moderator at Strathmore Parish Church, I had been the Interim
Moderator at Broughty Ferry Parish Church. I’m not unfamiliar with your congregation, as I have taken services
at Kettins and Meigle over the past few years, and I’m looking forward to working with the Kirk Session and
the Nominating Committee in the coming months.

I am grateful to the Rev Tim Podger who has agreed to become your Locum Minister during the period of the
vacancy, so Tim will be the person who will be working day to day in the parish as he has been doing as the
Ordained Local Minister. I will continue to provide pulpit supply. However, my main task is to advise and
support the Nominating Committee to call a minister to the charge as well as chairing the Kirk Session
meetings.

I would ask for your prayers for the Nominating Committee to guide them as they accept the responsibility
of calling a new minister to the parish. I must emphasise the importance of this task, and the Nominating
Committee must be allowed to carry out this responsibility without being asked questions about any
potential candidates. Their meetings are private and confidential. As a Kirk Session and a congregation, we
require patience to allow the Nominating Committee to get on with the work they have been charged to do.
Once the Nominating Committee has a Sole Nominee this will be intimated to the Kirk Session and the
congregation.

I look forward to working with you in the coming months.
Wishing you all God’s richest blessing,
Rev John C Duncan

So, a reminder there from John that the work of finding our next minister is about to
begin - please remember that this coming Sunday we have a whole-parish service at
Meigle Church at 10.00am, after which we will elect the eleven members of the
congregation who will serve on the Nominating Committee.
As John says, theirs is a very important role, so we need to get the right people and then
support them in the task they will do on our behalf.

Harvest Thanksgiving Services

This year the Harvest Thanksgiving Services in our churches
will be held on 19th October (Kettins and Glamis)

and on 26th October (Meigle and Newtyle).

On these Sundays, we are asked to show our gratitude
for the good things we have in life

by bringing gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs
and/or a cash donation (in an envelope marked ‘Harvest’)

which will go to food banks in Angus and Perthshire.

Our gifts will be going to help families and individuals who are very hard-up.

If you can help to decorate Kettins Church for the harvest service there, please go along to the church between
2 and 3.30pm on Saturday 18th October.

The last Sunday for bringing filled Christmas boxes for Blythswood Care (see below) is Sunday 2nd November,
but at Kettins the Guild members will be filling shoeboxes together at the church before this date, so they
are asking that, if you have items suitable for the shoeboxes, you bring them to church ASAP, or hand them
in to Margaret at Beechwood Cottage.



Blythswood Care: Last year, Blythswood Care, a
Scottish charity, delivered over 85,000 Christmas shoe-boxes
to very needy children and adults in Albania, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.
That’s amazing! And it’s good to know that Strathmore
Parish Church played a part in adding to that number!
Please help again this year - leaflets about how to wrap your
box and the items that are most appreciated are in all of our
churches now. Filled boxes need to be ready for uplift on
Sunday 2nd November (last day to bring them to church).

If you would like to read more (and see a video) about some of the folk who received Blythswood
parcels last Christmas, go to the Blythswood website https://blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal/ where
you can also find out about the other work that Blythswood does.
Remember that, if you don’t feel that you can fill a shoebox, you can use the leaflets in church to make
a donation, or you can donate on the website.

And, also looking ahead to November, we will have Real Advent Calendars
for sale in our churches again at £5 each. It gets harder and harder each year
to find in the shops an advent calendar that bears any relationship to the story
of the birth of Jesus that we celebrate in the Christian church. But, as well as
a lovely depiction of the scene in the stable at Bethlehem, the Real Advent
Calendar includes a little book with the story of the first Christmas and some
activities for the children to try. The chocolate treats (one behind every door)
are Fair Trade chocolate, and a small donation from each calendar sold goes
to support good causes - what’s not to like?
Buy Real Advent Calendars for the children in your life from Strathmore Parish
Church during November!

Dates for your diary:-

Sunday 28th September 10.00am at Meigle - whole-parish service + election of Nominating Committee

Throughout October, all services at usual times.

Sunday 19th October - Harvest Thanksgiving at Kettins 10.00am and Glamis 11.30am

Sunday 26th October - Harvest Thanksgiving at Meigle and Newtyle, both 10.00am

Sunday 2nd November - Communion Services at Kettins 10.00am and Glamis 11.30 am
       Also last day to bring filled Blythswood boxes to church.

Hope everyone is enjoying these last few days of sunshine,
Best wishes,
Mary Reid

All seen locally in the past month.


