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Strathmore Parish is a fledgling parishin - i
the beautiful Strathmore Valley ke |
sheltering beneath the Sidlaw Hills.
Formed in August 2024 from a union of
the three parishes of Ardler, Kettins and
Meigle, Eassie, Nevay and Newtyle and Glamis.
We have been lucky to be guided through this
difficult process by our minister, Carleen Robertson.

The Parish has now consolidated in our new form, is delivering services in our four churches, is financially
sound and is looking forward to deepening the participation of our congregations throughout the community.

Carleen has now decided to retire, after 33 years in the Parish, and we are looking to fill the vacancy with an
enthusiastic minister who will grasp the baton and help us provide a fantastic service throughout our
community by nourishing and nurturing us through weekly worship and support the pastoral care of those in
need.

FORMATION

The current programme of Presbytery amalgamations started in 2020, with the new Perth Presbytery being
formed in 2022/23. The new parish of Strathmore came into existence as the result of a union of parishes
which had previously been in the presbyteries of Angus and Dunkeld and Meigle, allowing a coherent parish,
in a geographically similar rural area. Inevitably, the new parish is large, extending to some 15 miles as the
crow flies from one end to the other and some 4.5 miles wide. The resulting Strathmore
Parish is a full union and is constituted as a Unitary Charge. The parishes
that joined in union to form the new parish were Ardler, Kettins and

Meigle; Eassie, Nevay and Newtyle and Glamis.

Ardler, Kettins and Meigle. Formed in 1981 the parish
was a union of three parishes. On formation of the
new parish, the Ardler Kirk was closed and both it
and the Manse sold. The current Kettins Kirk
dates from 1768, but there has been a church on
the site since 1249 and it remains open for
worship now. The Meigle Kirk dates back to
1431, but the current building was constructed
after a fire and dates from 1870. There has
been a church of some sort on the site since
about 606AD. The parish manse is in Meigle
village.

Eassie, Nevay and Newtyle. A union in
November 2011 formed this parish. The Eassie,
Nevay and Newtyle Church remains the centre for



worship for the Parish. The current Newtyle Kirk
dates from 1870, replacing an earlier church
which was built in 1767. The earliest recorded
church on the site was built in 1178.

Glamis. Another ancient parish, prior to the
current union, Glamis was in a union with the
neighbouring parishes of Inverarity and

Kinnettles. This union was dissolved in order

that Glamis might join the Strathmore Parish.

The current church was built in 1792. The first
recorded church here was established in 1242.
Attached to the Church is the Strathmore Aisle, an
ancient crypt of the Earls of Strathmore, which is
owned by the Glamis Estate but is used by the
congregation for refreshments. It is also used by the
Guild for other events.

Establishing the Parish
Given its recent formation, progress remains to be made
on a number of aspects in the Parish. Nonetheless,

considerable progress has been made, with the difficult
issues resolved. The parish has been lucky to have had an
Ordained Local Minister attached to it; the new Kirk Session
has been established and those elders who did not wish to be
Trustees remain involved locally; an administrator has been
recruited; a quarterly parish service has been introduced; services are
held at 3 of the four churches every Sunday, with supply ministers and
readers easing the load on the minister and the OLM; accounts have been
combined and budgets produced; a website has been created, in conjunction with
the previous Glamis website, and parish officials have parish email addresses; the parish
roll has been refreshed and efforts made to make communication easier. The Kirk Session have
agreed to depart from the traditional view.

Mission

Ardler, Kettins and Meigle had been vacant since 2020 and had had a minister suffering from illness for some
years before that. Glamis had had an arrangement with Carleen for her to help their mission and so, of our
new parish, only Eassie, Nevay and Newtyle had been fortunate enough to enjoy having a minister. As a result
of the recent union, the mechanics have had to be attended to first and so the congregation does not yet have
a formal mission statement, but there are ongoing efforts to understand how the new Parish and the Kirk

Session might promote mission. This remains a work in progress.




The Congregation

The churches of the Strathmore Parish Area have experienced the same numerical decline as the Church of
Scotland. Church attendance and membership are no longer the expected norms of society, the people of
Scotland now ascribe to a diversity of religious beliefs (including “None”) and their image of the Church is of a
respected institution, but one which no longer speaks to their own values and aspirations for their lives.
Supporters of the congregation are steadfast and loyal. The congregation is, however, getting older and
efforts in proclaiming the work of mission need to reverse this trend. The addition of an OLM has allowed for
more community work. So, whilst the spiritual life of the congregation is alive, considerable work needs to be
done to overcome the reticence of today’s communities to be part of the church. This is
already underway, with coffee mornings held weekly in Newtyle, three Guilds running in
the parish and local links to Community Councils, Community Hubs and other civic
institutions. The Communion Roll is 624 strong. Each church has a normal
attendance of between 20-40 and the quarterly parish services see about
90 people attending. The age profile of the congregation is elderly, with
most attendees being 60+, although there are a number of younger
people and Kettins Church still maintains a small Sunday school.

The Kirk Session

The current Kirk Session is 10 strong with a Session Clerk and a
Treasurer who are not Elders. Those who were Elders in their
various parishes prior to the formation of Strathmore Parish but
are not sitting on the Session as Trustees remain as Elders and
each of our 4 churches is supported locally by an active group of
these Elders as well as those Elders on the Session. The whole
Eldership aims to meet quarterly in order to bring those Elders
not on the Session up to date with issues and to ensure the
group remains cohesive. The majority of Elders who are Trustees
are in the age range of 40-70, with a gender balance of 8 ladies
to 2 men. The Session operates no formal subcommittees, but
each church has a fabric member and the Treasurer, Session



Clerk and one other Elder review the finances regularly and report to the Session. No new Elders have been
ordained recently and there is no Congregational Board.

The Future

Following the formation of the parish, the Presbytery Mission Plan (PMP) sees a review of Meigle and Kettins
churches, by the end of 2025. Thereafter, the PMP is silent, but we anticipate a few years of consolidation of
the current parish and growth of our congregation.

WHAT WE SEEK FROM OUR MINISTER

Our parish is a large and rural one, with four main settlements and numerous hamlets and solitary houses. We
have been through a period of significant turmoil but have found our feet in a new organisation and are willing
to learn from each other as we seize the opportunities which our new form brings.

We are looking for an enthusiastic and energetic minister who is a “people person”, enjoys living in and
becoming an integral part of a rural community and who will take a leading role as we complete and grow the
new parish and the role of the Church in the area.

Our ageing congregation needs continuing pastoral care and we would look to our new minister to help
provide the support that members of the congregation will need.

We are keen to grow the congregation and our mission through modern and thoughtful worship. We see our
new minister as leading that process, supported by the Kirk Session, the other Elders from across the Parish
and numerous volunteer members of the wider congregation. This will involve engaging with the schools and
the other youth organisations in the Parish.

The congregation know that change is required and are looking forward to making the most of the
opportunity a new minister will bring and the whole Eldership are open to exciting and interesting new ideas
to develop our worship and community. Rather than violent shaking, we feel we need some gentle stirring!

COMMUNITY PROFILE

Strathmore Parish is a rural one, easily reached from Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Perth. Set in the
upper part of Strathmore, it is bounded by the River Isla to the west and the Sidlaw Hills to the East. There
are 4 villages of any size within the parish: Kettins, Meigle, Newtyle and Glamis, with a number of other
hamlets. There are primary schools in all of those villages, plus one at Eassie, but no secondary schools.

o Kettins
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The schools all use the churches for special events, such as end of
term. There are no hospitals in the parish but there is a Community
Hub in Kettins, village halls in both Meigle and Newtyle and a Masonic
Hall in Glamis which the community can hire.

The area has slightly more retired people than in other areas of
Scotland and the percentage of those unemployed is about half the
Scottish average of 5%. The main employments of those who live in
the Parish are human health and social work activities, trade,
agriculture, education and construction. For those who live but do
not work in the Parish, the area acts as a dormitory for Dundee and
Perth, both of which are in easy reach.

There is a history of school chaplaincies in most of the villages and
activity in schools has picked up since the arrival of our OLM. There is
limited scope for workplace chaplaincy in the Parish, with few firms of
any size in the area.

WORSHIP LIFE

The Parish holds 3 services a week in its four churches, with the
exception of the fifth Sunday of each month, when the Parish comes
together in one of the churches for a single Parish service. The
minister takes two of these services and the other is conducted either
by the OLM or one of our visiting minsters, who have provided great
service. The style of worship is friendly but formal. The service
pattern is as follows:

- Kettins. 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at 10:00hrs.

- Meigle. 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 10:00hrs.

- Newtyle. Every Sunday at 10:00hrs.

- Glamis. Every Sunday at 11:30hrs.

- Months with a 5th Sunday Parish Service Rotates around
the churches and takes place at the time for that church.

Communion

Communion is celebrated in Kettins, Meigle and Glamis twice a year
and four times a year in Newtyle. Children may receive communion if
their parents are happy for them to do.

Baptisms
Across the new Parish there have been about 30 baptisms in the last
five years.

Special Services

There have been few special services since the new Parish formed up.
Newtyle Church has been hosting “Messy Church” four times a year.
There are Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, rotating
throughout the buildings.

Planning Worship
Whoever is to take the service prepares and plans the order and



content of the service. Hymn numbers are passed to the relevant organist and to the Beadle of the church
where the service is to be held. Local Elders and lay volunteers for each church organise their own duty elders

and they prepare the church. There are not generally printed orders of service and data projection is not
used.

Music
The Parish uses CH4 and each church has an organ. We have one paid organist and another 3 regular
volunteers as well as two more organists who we call on in extremis.

All Age Worship
The Church is open to all ages and all ages come. There is a small Sunday School which runs during term time
services at Kettins.

PASTORAL CARE

The Minister has been carrying out the pastoral care duties, informed by the wider network of Elders
throughout the Parish as well as other local residents. The delivery of communion cards still operates in much
of the Parish, allowing Elders an opportunity to visit parishioners. Whilst there is no formal care for the
Minister, elders are committed to reaching out in compassion and fellowship to everyone.

Safeguarding
One Elder, who is not part of the Session, is the Safeguarding Co-ordinator. There is an established
Safeguarding Panel and the Church Administrator maintains the records.

Marriages
There are about 3-4 weddings a year.

Funerals
The Parish has about 30 funerals a year. These vary between those held in the Parish and local crematoria.

Residential Homes
There is one residential home in Meigle, monthly services take place conducted by the Minister and/or the
OLM and one of the organists plays the keyboard.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday Schools

There is a single Sunday School at Kettins, which operates on those days during term time when there is a
service in Kettins. Attendance is small but variable with a variety of ages welcome and catered for. During the
school holidays, there are activities for children available in the Church.

Youth Organisations

Newtyle ran a very successful Church Fun Club for many years, this was for Primary school age children, the
club met for one hour on a Tuesday afternoon and had an attendance of around twenty children. Sadly, due to
lack of volunteers this is in abeyance at the moment. The Scouts and Guides both have troops in Glamis.

Christian Education for Adults
Some years there have been Lenten and or Advent Bible Studies run by the OLM

ECUMENCIAL CONTEXT

The Parish has no other denominations within the parish boundary and so there are no local clergy or church
groupings.

WORLD CHURCH

Mission Partners

The Parish has no directly affiliated Mission Partners, but Perth Presbytery keeps us in touch with those
Mission Partners that are affiliated to the Presbytery. Although the Parish has no formal relationship with
Christian Aid, the antecedent parishes all gave money to them; Newtyle has had yearly events and collections
for Christian Aid and has raised a considerable amount of money for this organisation. We have no formal or
informal relationships Tearfund.

Fair Trade
The congregation is not a Fair Trade congregation.




Other World Church Activities

The congregation does not engage with the world church except through our Guilds, which make donations to
projects. The Parish has made donations to non-church organisations and charities, such as contributing
through the Disaster Emergency Committee. Our Ministry Elsewhere contribution amounts to some
£5k/year.

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE

The Parish has yet to have a full financial year in its current form, but combining the accounts of the previous
parishes, an overall cash surplus of some £5k was made. The budget for 2025 (the first year in our current
setup) sees a similar surplus being made.

Our Giving to Grow contribution for 2025 will be about £67.5k.

The Parish is not part of the National Stewardship Campaign but makes donations to charity as and when
money is available.

There has been no recent environmental audit and the Parish does not participate in the Eco-congregation
programme.

STAFFING

There is no MDS staff member in the Parish, but the Parish employs a part-time assistant who assists the
minister and carries out many of the administrative tasks, including compiling the service roster. The full
scope of assistance required is still being trialled as the routine of the Parish matures. There is also a
volunteer Session Clerk and a volunteer Treasurer.

Church officer duties are carried out at each church by those who remain as Elders, whether a Trustee or not.

MANSE AND HALLS

The Manse is a relatively modern bungalow in the village of Meigle. It has a hall, living room, dining room,
study, kitchen and four bedrooms. It is situated in a quiet spot in the village with a good garden. Itis
economically heated by mains gas and has recently been redecorated.

The Parish has a hall in Kettins and rents (for a minimal sum) a hall in Meigle. The Parish does not own a hall in
Newtyle but has easy access to the Legion Hall. Glamis has a small hall off the church, which is owned by the
Strathmore Estate, but of which the Parish has full use.

The Parish owns a further manse, which it is intended to sell and has a half
share in a manse in the neighbouring parish of Forfar, East and Old,
arising from the splitting of the old parish of Glamis, Inverarity and

Kinnettles. This is also due to be sold at some stage.

The Kettins Hall is used by the Ardler, Kettins and Meigle Guild,
the Community Council, a bowls club and is also used as a
polling station when elections are held. The Guild meets once



a month and carries out annual fundraising events, such as the Daffodil Tea. The Meigle Hall is used by a
number of external organisations, who make donations to the Church for its use. Newtyle has, for a
number of years, run a very successful flower show in the church. The Parish also distributes a monthly
newsletter.

The Parish runs at a website at strathmoreparish.org

The Parish Facebook Page is available ﬂ @strathmoreparish
The Parish is not on X (or Twitter) or any other social media platforms.

The Perth Presbytery Mission Plan and Executive Summary can be found at:
www.perthpresbytery.org.uk/mission-plan

Vacancy details can be found at: www.strathmoreparish.org/vacancy




