This is the monthly newsletter from Strathmore Parish Church; you are receiving it because you have passed on your
email address to the church. If you do not want us to have your email address, or if you don't want to receive these
emails, please let us know right away at  admin@strathmoreparish.org  Feel free to forward this newsletter to
anyone you think might be interested, or to send us the email address of anyone who would like to be added to the
mailing list.

Hello, everyone - December newsletter! | wonder if you are going round the house these days at about four
o’clock, pulling down blinds and shutting the curtains, turning on lamps and maybe lighting a candle or two?
It's a very comforting thing to do on a dreich afternoon, and | expect we'll have a few more of those before
the days start lengthening a wee bit, once the winter solstice is past.

This year, the solstice is on Sunday 21st December - at 10.03 am!! Apparently that's the moment when our
Earth is as far away as it gets from the sun on its annual orbit (until the summer solstice, of course), and for
us in the Northern Hemisphere, it marks our shortest day. Some almanacs tell us that the solstice marks the
beginning of winter - personally, | prefer to think that we're about halfway through the winter at that point,
don’t you?

Less than a month to Christmas now, and in a day or two the children will be starting
to open their Advent calendars. Many thanks to those who bought ‘Real Advent
Calendars’ at the church this year, and especially to those who sponsored a calendar
to go to a child who wouldn't otherwise get one - this year, eight calendars went to
Kirriemuir food hub, for families who are finding it hard to make ends meet.

And a huge ‘thank-you’ from ‘\a Blyfhswood to Strathmore Parish Church!

At the beginning of November, Dorothy took 44 filled shoeboxes to the collection point
at Blairgowrie, and they are already well on their way to some of the poorest people in
the former communist countries of Eastern Europe. With the fall of the communist
system in those countries, many families were left without jobs, and without any state
benefits. Blythswood (a Scottish charity) was one of the first charities to step into the
breach to help, and shoeboxes for Christmas is one way of doing that. It is quite a big
commitment, filling a shoebox with nice things for someone, but Blythswood want you
to know that every box is hugely appreciated and it is lovely to think that our boxes will
bring joy this Christmas to folk like this wee lass, who has already put on her woolly hat,
before seeing what other surprises are in her box!

And Diane, our church treasurer, received another ‘thank you’ this month, from Dundee and Angus Foodbank,
to which some of our cash donations at harvest thanksgiving time were sent. If you missed harvest
thanksgiving Sunday, but would like to donate now, just search online for Dundee and Angus Foodbank, and
it's easy to make a donation from there.

Looking ahead to Advent and Christmas, then, what’s happening in
and around our parish?

Don'’t forget that this coming Sunday, 30th November (a fifth Sunday)
we are all worshipping together at Kettins Church at 10am - it’s the
first Sunday of Advent, and all over the world Christians will be
thinking about what Christ’s coming means - ‘ a light to lighten the
darkness.’

| think we all like to see the lights of Christmas shining, in this, the
very darkest time of the year, don’t we? The Glamis Christmas lights
switch-on is on Sunday afternoon at 5pm; everyone is welcome to
join in from 4pm onwards, with mulled wine, mince pies, etc.,
available, and carols led by Forfar Silver Band. The Glamis lights are
always lovely, so do come if you can!




If you still have Christmas shopping to do (if????) the Glamis Gallery and the Bothy Experience will both be
open late for gift shopping the previous evening , ie Saturday 29th, from 6 - 8 pm - also with refreshments!

Many of our church members will have enjoyed concerts
% given by Meigle Musicality, a group of singers from Meigle
and round about, who use their musical talent to raise
money for good causes.

On Saturday 6th December, they'll be hosting an afternoon
< of carols in Meigle Church, starting at 2.30pm.

" Entry is by donation ticket (£7.50) and proceeds from the
afternoon will be going to the charity Tayside Children with
Cancer and Leukaemia (TCCL).

What could be nicer than an afternoon of carols, and an
opportunity to support such a good cause at the same time?

On Sunday 7th December we'll be back to the usual arrangements for services - at Newtyle, though, there
will be a Communion Service that day.

| always think that the services during Advent are particularly meaningful, don’t you? Perhaps it is because
the Bible readings and the hymns and carols that we sing are all so familiar, and bring back many happy
memories - oops, | hope I’'m not turning into the Ghost of Christmas Past as in Charles Dickens’ ‘Christmas
Carol’!

If you are a music lover, and especially if you like Christmas music, there are lots of opportunities to
enjoy listening and taking part this coming month, as well as the Meigle Musicality afternoon mentioned
above. On Sunday 7th December, Angus Choral Society will be singing music by John Rutter and Robin
Nelson, as well as seasonal favourites. Local soloists Jill Harrison and David Clark will join them in St
John’s Episcopal Church at 3pm, Neil Smeaton will be at the organ and there will be a harpist, Mary Reid.
(Not me!!) Tickets are £10 at the door.

That same evening, Sunday 7th, at 7.30pm in Perth Concert Hall, Perth Choral Society present a concert
entitled ‘Sacred and Profane’ - Leonard Bernstein’s ‘Chichester Psalms’ and Carl Orff’s ‘Carmina Burana’.
Tickets for this one are £22, and are available online from Perth Concert Hall Box Office.

On Thursday 11th December, Perth Choral Society are joining with the Black Watch Castle and Museum
for a festive Christmas lunch and carols. More details and booking at theblackwatch.co.uk

And finally, on Sunday 14th December at 7.30pm, Dundee Choral Union will present Mendelssohn’s
oratorio ‘Elijah’ in the Caird Hall in Dundee. Tickets for this event are £15, and are available from the
Caird Hall Box Office www.dundeebox.co.uk or from our own elders, Jan and Peter Ord!

| wonder if you can recall the thrill of going to the Sunday School
party when you were wee? Dressed up in a party frock or your
best shirt and tie and carrying your sandshoes to put on for the
games - Musical Chairs, Pass the Parcel, The Farmer’s in his Den,
the Hokey Cokey (or, if you're very old, its older Scottish version,
Hullabaloo Baloo!), Grand Old Duke of York, | Sent a Letter to my
Love and many others - no wonder we were ready to sit down at
trestle tables covered with paper for our tea!

At the church | went to, the Sunday School teachers handed out
hot sausage rolls first, then baggies from the local baker with a

'wee sandwich, a teabread and a cake in them. The cakes had to be sturdy to survive being in the baggies,
and often they were ‘sair heids’, little sponge cakes with icing on top and paper bandages round them!



A search online for sair heids (or sair heidies) came up only with this ratherf
uninspiring pic, although there were recipes for ‘make your own’, but, in my®
opinion, they were American muffins masquerading as proper sair heids, with
bits of hard sugar stuck in the top ‘to represent aspirin for your sore head!’

I don’t know if any bakers round about still make real sair heids - do you?

Sunday School parties, though, are not just a thing of the past - the Sunday School Christmas Party at Kettins
will be held on Saturday 20th Dec in the church hall from 2 till 4 pm, and I'm sure that today’s children will
be just as excited about it as their parents and grandparents used to be! It is wonderful that we have church
members who are willing to give their time and talents to helping the youngest in our church family to know
and love the stories of the Bible - please encourage our Sunday School teachers and remember them in your
prayers.
Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal 2025 -2026
There will be collection boxes in our churches through December and early January
for your used stamps - Christmas stamps and any others. Please cut them carefully
off the envelopes leaving a couple of centimetres all round the stamp, if possible.
The proceeds will go to Al Ahli Hospital in Northern Gaza.
Sadly, this is the last year of the appeal!

Dates for your diary:

Sunday 30th November 10.00am at Kettins Church - whole Strathmore Parish Church service.
(No other services on 30th.)
4.00 - 5.00pm in Glamis Square - Christmas lights switch-on.

Saturday 6th December 2.30pm in Meigle Church - carols with Meigle Musicality.

Saturday 20th December 2.00pm in Kettins Church Hall - Sunday School Party.

Sunday 21st December - last Sunday of Advent, services as usual, family service at Kettins at 10.00am.
Wednesday 24th December 7.00pm at Kettins - Christmas Eve Service (mince pies in hall afterwards!)

11.30pm at Glamis - Watchnight Service
11.30pm at Newtyle - Watchnight Service

No service in Strathmore Parish on Christmas Day this year.

Sunday 4th January - services as usual.

Looking forward to seeing you at some of the events and services above, and hoping that all church members
and friends have a very happy Christmas!

Best wishes for 2026,
Mary Reid Lovely sunrises we've been having lately!




